
story in a more compelling way.  
History is nothing but story.  Musi-
cians, especially country music, 
put story to music.  When polled 
many Christians say that ñI love to 
tell the storyò is one of their favor-
ite hymns. And we all have a 
main storyline that defines us. 
 
During the month of October we 
are going to take a look at 
ñStorylineò:  Peopleôs story, My 
story, Your story, Our story, Godôs 
story and where our storyôs inter-
sect.  The first step in being able 
to share with others the good 
news is to know the story: Godôs 
story, and where it intersects with 
your story. 
 
Join us as we gather to celebrate, 
affirm and write our unique 
ñStorylineò. 
 
In His Name, 
Pastor Steve 
 

I am a pastorôs kid who loves 
sports, music and movies; who 
wanted nothing to do with the min-
istry.  Yet, my God is one who pur-
sues.  HE pursues us like a lover 
wooing his beloved.  His love is 
amazing, overwhelming, and 
never ending; and He won me to 
himself.  My live is so radically dif-
ferent than if I lived it apart from 
Him.  In Jesus, I have found pur-
pose, worth and meaning.    I was 
so won over that I have made my 
lifeôs goal to serve Him by sharing 
His amazing love with others as 
an ordained pastor.  Thatôs my 
ñStorylineò.  Whatôs yours? 
 
One of the main criteria for a 
movie being a good movie, after 
the special effects, is the storyline.  
Sometimes you donôt even need 
special effects, amazing as that 
seems, if the storyline is intriguing, 
or powerful.  When it comes right 
down to it, ñstorylineò is what 
makes those movies memorable. 
 
Our life is full of story. The world 
around us is full of story.  What is 
the News but story?  Politics is full 
of story and who can share their 
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News from Pastor Steve  

Themes and Scriptures for 
Storyline 

 
Oct 5 -  Sharing Storyline 
Philippians 3:4b- 14 
 
Oct 13 -  Linking Storyline 
Philippians 4:1- 9 
 
Oct 19 -  Engaging Storyline 
1 Thessalonians 1:1- 10  
 
Oct 26 -  Crossing Storyline 
1 Thessalonians 2:1- 8 

http://www.textweek.com/pauline/phil3.htm
http://www.textweek.com/mtlk/matt21c.htm


Another thing that you should know is, 
that although the weekend was designed for 
the benefit of the residents, no one was more 
thrilled, inspired, educated, loved, rededicated 
to His service, and overwhelmed by His in-
credible love than this lowly sinner.   
 
A final thought:  We met in uncomfortable 
rooms in a prison, a place of punishment and 
misery, with sinners.  But we all knew that our 
Heavenly Father, Lord God, Saviour and Re-
deemer, and Comforter was with us every mo-
ment.  The song we sang summed it up: 

 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace 
I can feel the brush of angels' wings  

and His glory on each face, 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place 
 
God bless you everyone, 
Dick Bailey 
 

 

Fall Adult Sunday School Classes  
 

Oct 5  James Zeid ï Network /Spiritual Gifts 

Oct 12  James Zeid ï Network /Spiritual Gifts 

 

Oct 19  Bob Spence - Philippians 

Oct 26 Bob Spence - Philippians 

Nov 2 Bob Spence - Philippians 

Nov 9  Bob Spence - Philippians 

Nov 16 Bob Spence - Philippians 

 

 

High School Service Tuesdays  

On October 14th the high schoolers will be 
putting together care packages for the Alleluia! 
college students.  If you would like to send any 
notes, school supplies, or fun trinkets to Tony, 
Caitlin (Tony's girlfriend), Kaitlin Hash, Mary, 
Megan, Samantha, or Cory, place them in the 
tub at the information table by October 12. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Last weekend a team of men that only by the 
grace of God included me, entered North 
Central Correctional Institution in Marion, Ohio 
to bring the message of the certain, enduring, 
amazing love of God to 36 inmates there.  His 
love was evidenced by witness talks, clergy 
messages, singing, praying, laughing, intimate 
sharing, good food, and thousands of loved 
and prayed over cookies. 
  
Many of the participants confidentially shared 
their life stories, so I cannot repeat them, but 
the unconditional love and caring brought to 
them was, for many, rarely, if ever, experi-
enced in their lives.  Cookies and continuing 
prayers from unknown outsiders were also 
used by the Holy Spirit to touch many men in 
places and ways that they had never been 
touched before. 
 
By the end of the weekend, I was allowed to 
see men inspired and transformed, to dedica-
tions to new lives of service and the sharing of 
God's love, in ways and with words that bring 
tears to my eyes even today as I write this.  I 
had a pretty good idea of what would happen, 
but I didn't imagine the power of God the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit to per-
form miracles in the hearts of those who 
needed them so much. 
 
I thank God for calling me, allowing me to be 
a part of this team, and to witness His miracu-
lous works.  I thank God for every person who 
contributed so generously of their time and 
resources through cookies, prayers, and en-
couragement. Each of you will be in my 
prayers of thanksgiving because of 
the important difference each and every one 
of you made, and perhaps someday, if 
you like, I will be able to tell you more of the 
non-confidential events of the weekend. 

The Scoop!  



Missions Update ï October 2009  
 
x THANK YOU, ALLELUIA!  We were able to 

give Plain City Elementary  enough disin-
fectant wipes to cover every classroom and 
provide a box of tissues for each teacher.  
These simple supplies will go a long way in 
making the lives of the children and their 
teachers much easier and more comfort-
able. 

 
x So far we have raised $60 for Nothing But 

Nets , an organization which provides to 
needy families in Africa measles vaccina-
tions along with mosquito bed nets and vital 
education on their use in preventing ma-
laria.  This was our international mission 
focus at VBS, along with the soccer balls 
you read about last month.  Alleluia! would 
like to be able to cover the cost of 10 vacci-
nations and nets.  Right now we can cover 
6.  If you would like to be a part of this wor-
thy cause, please send your donations to 
the office or place them in the offering plate 
this Sunday.  We have extended the date 
just a little longer in hopes we reach our 
goal.  Checks should be made out to Alle-
luia! with ñbed netsò in the notation line.  
Thank you to all those who have partici-
pated so far. 

 
x Ready to do some Christmas shopping?  

Not even ready to think about it yet?  Well, 
be sure to mark your calendars for Sun-
day, October 19 , and attend our first Lu-
theran World Relief Fair Trade Fair !  The 
fair will be held at the school before and 
after worship, 9:15 ï 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 
ï noon.  Volunteers are needed to help set 
up and staff tables.  Please call Kathy 
Waller, 851-3223, if you are interested ï 
middle and high school youth are encour-
aged to view this as a service opportunity! 

 
 The LWR Fair Trade Fair is an extension of 

the LWR Handcraft Project which helps 
needy people throughout the world provide 
a comfortable living for themselves and 

their families by making handcrafted items 
and selling them for fair prices.  The fair 
trade movement helps to ensure that these 
people are not taken advantage of but 
treated fairly and compassionately.  LWR is 
able to give back 7.5% of each purchase to 
the crafter.  Although this does not sound 
like much in our very affluent society, it can 
make a world of difference to a struggling 
family.  We will be selling handcrafted 
Christmas ornaments, jewelry, musical in-
struments, and items for the home.  We 
also will be taking orders for fair trade cof-
fee, tea, chocolate, and other food items to 
be delivered before the holidays.  Many of 
the handcrafts are one-of-a-kind so be sure 
to stop by early for best selection!  All will 
make wonderful gifts for a friend or for your-
self ï but most of all you will be helping to 
give the gift of dignity and independence to 
a fellow child of God. 

 
x Looking ahead to December :  We again 
will be working with the Womenôs Group to 
bake and box Christmas Cookies for the 
teachers at Plain City Elementary.  Also we 
will be working as a congregation to collect 
donations and toys for the needy families 
served through the Plain City Christmas 
Food Basket drive organized there by the 
Presbyterian Church.  Watch The Scoop 
and our bulletins for further information. 

 
 

The Scoop!  

Prayers & Squares  
 
The next meeting will be Octo-
ber 2nd at Joan Spenceôs 
(6490 Moors Place, Dublin) 
from 9:30 - 11:30am. 
 

P&Sôs has a praise report to share!!! 
 
A co-worker of Christine Connerôs surprised 
them with a donation of 2 big bags and a box 
of fabric to make more prayer quilts!!! 



In sum, if you prefer to read fiction, and are 
looking for something with substance, this is a 
book that I would recommend (okay, I already 
have- my parents are now reading it). 
 
In Godôs love, 
Heather Guthrie 
 
 

Camp Mowana Fall Festival  
 
If you are in search of family-friendly activities, 
the Fall Festival will be at Camp Mowana, in 
Mansfield.  There will be family crafts, a pet-
ting zoo, guided hikes, great food, and an auc-
tion which will raise money for summer cam-
perships!  Come visit Camp Mowana between 
12:30-5:30 on Sunday, October 5! 
 

 

Womenôs Group 
 
The next meeting will be on 
Thursday, October 9, at 7:00pm. 
 

Mark your calendaré 
 
- November 1st - Womenôs 2nd annual fall 
brunch at Morgan House 
 
- December 11th - We will be preparing cookie 
bags for teachers at Plain City Elementary 
and  doing a cookie exchange 
 
If you have any questions or would like to help 
out, please contact Sarah Dacre 
(sldacre@yahoo.com or 798-0258). 
 
 

All Are Welcome    
 
Tuesday Bible Gathering,  9:45 a.m.  at  The 
Dobkins' House (8653 Davington Dr., Dub-
lin).  Children are also welcome.  This is an 
informal gathering in which we grow our faith 
while socializing with children.  The discussion 
topics are light and airy. 

Lord Foulgrinôs Letters 
Commentary  
 
As I sit here getting ready to 
write this, I think back over the 
past two months, and every-
thing that has been going on.  I 
have to honestly say that I was 
not interested in reading Lord 
Foulgrinôs Letters, and am not 
sure that I really planned to do 
so.  But somehow, I decided to 

pick it up and begin it (Jaltorôs influence?)  
This book gave me such a different outlook in 
the way that I try to live my life, and in the way 
that I now try to navigate the everyday deci-
sions that arise.  Thinking about things from 
the stance of a battle being fought over each 
of us was a really different and novel ap-
proach, which was so thought-provoking that I 
continue to ponder it.   
 
One of the hardest parts of the book was 
when it described me, personally and profes-
sionally, ñChristian counselors meet with trou-
bled, desperate people whose lives have 
fallen apart.  But because they came to get 
help with their addictions or their marriages, 
the counselors consider it unethical to exploit 
them by sharing the é message (p. 126).ò  
This is a struggle that does not make me 
proud, which I have had many times in my 
work, in walking the line of ethics and living 
my belief in Jesus.     
 
The truth is that so many people we encoun-
ter every day are looking and longing for 
meaning in their lives.  We can help them find 
meaning, through God, by having conversa-
tions with them and inviting them to worship 
with us or learn with us.  We know we are not 
perfect, and it is such a relief to know that we 
do not have to be.  What we need to remem-
ber is that God loves us so much, imperfect 
as we are, that he sent his son to save us.  
We have the opportunity to accept that love 
and grace, and have daily opportunities to 
share this with others. 

The Scoop!  



Transformation Zone!  

Menôs Ministry 
 

The next Men's Ministry meeting is Saturday, 
October 11th, 8:00 to 9:30 am.  Contact is Bob 
Spence (bobsp@mac.com). 
 
 

Women of the Word (WOW)  
 
We thoroughly enjoyed our first meeting to 
discuss No Other Gods by Kelly Minter.  We 
feasted on black beans & rice, and Butter-
finger cake for dessert!  (Recipes are available 
from Sandy).   The verse " They worshipped 
the LORD, but they also served their own 
gods." 2 Kings 17:33 is the inspiration for our 
study.  We were motivated to begin searching 
for the things that we have made our own per-
sonal idols.  We learned that idols are not just 
the statues and evil objects that we saw on TV 
documentaries or on the pages of National 
Geographic.  Everyday idols can be 
things that are good for us, a new job, baby, 
spouse - anything that substitutes for God! 

God gets our worship on some level, but our 
gods get our service.  Join us at 6:30 Mon-
days to further explore this topic.  Contact is 
Laura Zeid (lauraz14@yahoo.com). 
 
 

Staying Fit to do Godôs Work 
 
This new opportunity for exercise 
and fellowship began Monday 
morning with five women in atten-
dance.  We began with a short 
devotion and then got into the 
workout.  It was fantastic...in 30 
minutes, we did 2 miles!!!  And, it 
was great to have fellow sisters in 

Christ there to encourage each other and hold 
each other accountable! 
 
Come to the church office Monday and Friday 
mornings at 9:30am.  We will be doing Leslie 
Sansoneôs walking DVDs (there are a variety 
to choose from).  Contact is Joan Spence. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
I am extremely excited to be the new worship 
leader at Alleluia!  I came to Alleluia a little 
over three years ago because my friend Joe 
said that he could use me in the worship band 
and he thought it would be a good fit for me.  I 
know Jesus Christ as my savior and I love 
playing music, so I jumped on the opportunity.  
There has been a wide range of ups and 
downs while being part of the worship band 
and my experiences have taught me a great 
deal.  When I started playing in the band I ex-
pected two things: to have fun playing music 
and to be taught spiritual lessons that would 
help me live my life.  At first, that is what I got 
out of the band, and that was fine for me.  I 
was having fun and growing spiritually.  After 
a while, however, two things took me by sur-
prise.  First, the people here at Alleluia make 
the church a friendly, welcoming, and loving 
environment.  I feel connected to Alleluia in a 
deeper way than I have in other church ex-
periences.  The second thing that took me by 
surprise is how great it is to use music to wor-
ship the Lord!  Music has always been my 
passion, and a part of everything in my life.  
When we worship God through song, the 
songs become more powerful than music 
alone, because the music has a divine pur-
pose.  This understanding has made being 
part of the worship band mean a great deal to 
me. 
 
I hope that you, as members of Alleluia, real-
ize how blessed we are as a church to have 
the depth of talent and willingness to serve 
that we have in our congregation.  I love to 
point out that we have many people with 
beautiful voices and instrumental skills that 
have been called to be a part of our music 
ministry.  I welcome anyone who has interest 
or input about the music ministry to contact 
me.  I am thrilled at the possibilities of how our 
worship team will continue to strengthen and 
grow as we worship Jesus Christ! 
 
-Tony Katko 




