
  

 

The best is yet to come!  
 
I donôt know how many of you 
are familiar with the Sinatra 
song or not, but it sets forth a 
positive attitude about tomor-
row.  Do you believe that state-
ment:  the best is yet to come!  
At times we can find ourselves 
facing difficult times, hard deci-
sions...it is in those times we 
need to lay claim to the prom-
ises of God! 
 
On the morning after Jesusô 
crucifixion it was a dark time, a 
dismal time.  But only a day 
later and things really changed; 
the world changed, eternity 
transformed.  With Jesusô Res-
urrection; he opened a world of 
possibilities!  He is the God of 
the impossible. The empty 
tomb seeks to open our  minds, 
attitudes and hearts to the op-
portunity of ñthe best is yet to 
comeò.  The ñbestò is not only 
meant for in eternity but the 
ñbest is yet to comeò in this 
place. 
 
Why all this rattling about  
ñthe best is yet to come ò ?  
Well, with the current situation 
of  ñwaiting in limboò we are ex-
periencing at Alleluia, with our 
move from the school to our 
new space, I am claiming 
Godôs promise:  The best is yet 
to come!! 

Waiting can be hard. Waiting 
is a common theme in scrip-
ture. People often had to wait 
on the Lord, for reasons they 
couldnôt understand.   Here is 
the problem with waiting, for 
us: we often want to make 
waiting about the time we are 
wasting NOW.  However wait-
ing from Godôs point of view, 
has more to do about the FU-
TURE.  He is preparing us for 
the future, by how we utilize 
our waiting-time now.  Looking 
at those times of waiting and 
wilderness-wandering in scrip-
ture, God used those times to 
shape, build-up and disciple 
His people.  He wanted them 
to be ready for what He knew 
lay ahead. 
 
As I sit writing this article,  I 
happen to be listening to Lin-
coln Brewster sing, 
ñEverlasting Godòé a song we 
sing in worship.  The chorus é 
rings through my head  
ñstrength will rise as we wait 
upon the lord, As we wait 
upon the lordò  It is based in 
Isaiah 40:31 31Yet those who 
wait for the LORD will  gain 
new strength; they will mount 
up with wings like eagles, they 
will run and not get tired, they 
will walk and not become 
wearyò  
 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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If you have to waitéwhether it be in traffic, 
in line, for time to move, or wait on another 
person, consider using that time to connect 
with God and let him speak into your life. 
Talk with Him.  Learn for Him.  Trust Him.  
Worship Him.  Let him transform your wait-
ing into anticipation about what he is doing 
NOW for the FUTURE!  No doubt, the best 
is yet to come! 
 
Plan to Join us for BE the CHURCH SUN-
DAY, Sept 6. 
 
Pastor Steve 
 
 

Themes and Scriptures  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

August 9 - Seeds of Love - Planting 

Matthew 13:1-9 

 

August 16 - Seeds of Love - Reaping 

Matthew 13:24-30 

 

August 23 - Seeds of Love - Committing 

Matthew 21:28-32 

 

August 30 - Seeds of Love - Receiving 

Matthew 22:1-10 

 

Sept 6 - BE the CHURCH Sunday  
Meet at Pastime park 8:45AM 

 

 

BE THE CHURCH SUNDAY 
 
Last year, the people of Plain City UMC ex-
perienced something powerful and exciting 
on Labor Day weekend.  Instead of gather-
ing to worship in our usual ways in the 

The Scoop! 

church building, we went out into the com-
munity to worship Jesus Christ through serv-
ing the people of Plain City.  We took seri-
ously the Apostle Paulôs exhortation in Ro-
mans 12:1 to ñoffer your BODIES as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, for this 
is your spiritual act of worship.ò  We took our 
bodies out of the church building and en-
gaged in worshipful service.   
 
On Sunday September 6, 2009 we will do it 
again . . . with a significant twist.   This year, 
we are joining with other churches in the PC 
area (11 participating churches and still 
counting!) to share the love of Jesus in a 
bold way on Labor Day weekend.  All partici-
pating churches will gather together at 
9:00am for a brief time of worship and 
prayer at Past Time Park.  Then we will 
spread out to BE the CHURCH of Jesus 
Christ in our community.  After serving from 
we will gather again to share stories and eat 
lunch together.  This community-wide out-
reach event is being sponsored by the Plain 
City Church Fellowship (PCCF).   

 
Every church will be planning enough out-
reach projects for the number of people in 
their congregation to participate.  A team of 
leaders from all different churches in the 
community will be working to coordinate the 
projects from all participating churches.  At 
the beginning of August, we will distribute a 
master list of projects to all the churches in 
Plain City.  At that time, people will be in-
vited to sign-up for any project planned by 
any of the churches. 
 
Letôs join together praying, ñGod, thy King-
dom come, thy will be done on Earth as it is 
in Heaven.ò  Letôs pray that this will be the 
beginning of God doing incredible things in 
our city as THE CHURCH comes together to 
share the love of Jesus with our community. 
 
By Pastor Blaine Keene from the United 
Methodist Church in Plain City  
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August 2009 Life In Christ Service 
Team Update  

 

Alleluia!, 
 
Every month or so, I update everyone on our 
current service opportunities or results of 
those activities.  I will get to that in a minute, 
but this month Iôd like to start off a little differ-
ently.  This past Sunday, Pastor Steve stood 
before us and enthusiastically praised God 
with a Doxology on how big a God our Lord 
really is.  About the second line, I heard the 
Holy Spirit whispering emphatically, ñStand 
up! Stand up!ò  But I also heard the Adver-
sary whispering, ñWhat are you thinking?  
People will think youôre weird for stealing 
Pastorôs thunder or usurping Godôs glory.ò  
An amazing lie, but none-the-less my Pres-
byterian-Lutheran rear remained firmly 
planted in my chair.  I felt so guilty the rest of 
the day that I asked Godôs forgiveness that 
evening before bed ï His forgiveness of my 
hesitancy to give Him all the glory and for-
giveness of my fear, a fear of nothing.  As I 
look at the words óLife in Christ,ô I am re-
minded that that is exactly what we are 
blessed with as well as charged with ï if we 
claim Christôs salvation, we are obligated to 
show Him how much we love Him as well as 
to take His love out into the world.  We all 
should be on our feet shouting Godôs praises 
not only when we hear a Doxology but every 
moment of our lives. 

 
This September 6th, we 
have an extraordinary 
opportunity to do all of 
this.  Alleluia! is teaming 
up with many other 
Plain City churches to 
bring the light of Christ 
into the lives of those 

who need it.  Prior to Be the Church Sunday, 
during the month of August, you will have 
the chance to sign up for any one of nearly 
50 hands-on service projects in and around 

the Plain City area.  Alleluia! will be sponsor-
ing the assembly of layettes and health kits 
for Lutheran World Relief, the only interna-
tionally-focused project of the day.  Worship 
time has not been forgotten, as we will 
gather at 8:45 a.m. in Pastime Park for mu-
sic and devotions.  There also will be a 24/7 
prayer room available. 
 

We are asking the con-
gregation to donate sup-
plies for this project in the 
same way we have asked 
for VBS supplies in the 
past ï by taking a tag off 
a board and signing your 
name.  Supplies will be 

collected throughout the month in a large do-
nation bin at the welcome table.  Please stop 
by the project sign-up table on your way into 
services, purchase a t-shirt, sign up to give 
blood and layette & health kit supplies, or 
donate a food item for the meal.  (Alleluia! 
will be responsible for providing one item of 
food for the 12:30 p.m. meal at Pastime Park 
following the project time.  This will be an-
nounced later in the bulletin.)   
 
We also are encouraged 
to bring school supplies, 
especially tissues, to the 
park in the morning.  
These will be added to 
the community collection 
of school supplies bene-
fitting needy children at 
the area schools, includ-
ing Plain City Elemen-
tary. 
 
So please join me in praising God for His 
wonderful provision in our lives, and in show-
ing the rest of the community what a great 
and mighty God we serve. 
 
Kathy 
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Plain City Food Pantry Needs  
 

Here is a list of addi-
tional items that the 
pantry is always happy 
to receive as they can-
not purchase these 
items from Mid-Ohio 
Food Bank for cheaper 

than we can buy and donate them.  
 
The items are: diapers, tuna, toilet paper, 
and cake mix.  Items that continue to be 
needed are pasta, spaghetti sauce, and 
bars of soap.  
 
Another terrific way we can help the food 
pantry is by cash donation.  Although the 
food donations are obviously necessary, the 
cash helps as well so that they have more 
funds to purchase exactly what they are in 
need of from Mid-Ohio. If anyone wishes to 
make a cash donation, checks can be made 
out to the Plain City Food Pantry and 
placed in the offering plate. 
 
Thanks for your continued support! 
 
 

Ushers and Greeters!  
 
With our move into the Industrial Parkway 
location our usher and greeter procedures 
will be changing.  In order to prepare for 
this, I am seeking individuals who would like 
to usher and/or be greeters.   
 
Once I know who wants to participate in this 
service, I will schedule a meeting to conduct 
preparation and training.  We are looking at 
having usher and greeter commitments be 
one month at a time like the Altar Guild 
does their schedule.  Ushers and greeters 
will not be communion assistants unless 
they sign up separately for that service. 
 

At first we will have 2 ushers, but will quickly 
expand to 4 as we grow.  The ushers will, in 
addition to welcoming people as they enter, 
will give them the Sunday bulletin and direct 
them to the seats.  Also, at least one usher 
will be stationed at the door during the ser-
vice while the other "roams" the various ar-
eas in the building to provide security. 
 
As with ushers, we will begin with 2 greeters 
who will be stationed at the front doors to 
greet and welcome people to Alleluia and to 
offer information packets to visitors as well 
as direct people to the coffee station.  As we 
grow, we will expand to 4 greeters so we 
can also have a sidewalk/parking lot wel-
come team. 
 
Interested in serving?  If you would like to be 
an usher and/or greeter, send an email to 
Bob Spence at bobsp@mac.com and 
please do so no later than August 10th. 
 
Bob Spence 
 
 

Womenôs Group 
 
The next Womenôs group 
meeting will be on Au-
gust 13th at 6:30pm at 
the office  
 

During this meeting we will be having elec-
tions for a new President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary.   
 
If you want to be involved in how the 
Women's group functions or have ideas that 
you would like to see implemented, please 
plan to attend this meeting. 
 
If you need childcare, please contact Sarah 
Dacre so arrangements can be made  
(sldacre@yahoo.com). 

mailto:bobsp@mac.com
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Prayers & Squares  
 
Prayers & Squares meets the first Thursday of the month 
from 9:30-11:30 at the Spence home.  The next meeting is 
August 6th.   The fat quarter color for August is Grey!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Left to Right  
(Joanôs sister, Marilyn, Kay Boone and Joan Spence) 
 

Dear Joan, 
 
I want to thank you and your quilting group for 
the prayer quilt.  It is overwhelming to me that 
so many people tied a knot and said a prayer 
for me to get well.  It is so beautiful and com-
forting.  I took it with me to radiation and 
chemo therapy.   
 
In Christian Love, 
Kay Boone 
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Name of Recipient:   

 

Address: 

 

 

 

Requested/sponsored by:   
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Situation/reason for quilt:   

 

Prayer Request:   

 

 

Prayers & Squares Quilt Request 

Before submitting this request, please ask the recipient if he/she is ready to accept a prayer quilt and what specific prayers are requested. 


