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Paul writes in Ephesians 1:8-10 -
With all wisdom and insight °he
has made known to us the mys-
tery of his will, according to his
good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, *as a plan for the fullness
of time, to gather up all things in
him, things in heaven and things
on earth.

As | write this article, this was in our
reading for yesterday in our plan to
read through the Bible in a year. The
verse states a po
that can be applied to scripture, but
also to Godébés int
his Son Jesus helms u
made known to us the mystery of his
wi | Thatds the purpose of the Bi-
bl eé that we migh
His will through His Word. That pur-
pose is revealed by reading a little
f ur t hte gather upiall things in
him, things in heaven and things on
earth. 0 Wo wé . Ri gh
shares the heart, purpose and plan
of God. He desires to gather all.

| hope you are growing, as | know
many of us are, in our understanding
of the New Testament. In several
conversations some have expressed
that at times they get stuck in the
words and that it
meaning of what is being said. Or to

put it anot her wa
the forest for the
they read. It is because the New

Testament was authored many years
ago, in another culture and so the
context is very different than our
own. | have encouraged those folks
to read the parts they get stuck at in
another translation of the Bible. IF

W @9 irf ourlcomprehensidn e

thie meanrirgy of that wordt h e

you read the NRSV
sage, 0 or NIV or
sometimes a different translation will

help us get unstuck. Better yet, pur-
chase a study Bible. A study Bible is
one that has insights, teaching, and
information at the bottom of the page.
A study Bible that | find helpful is the
Life Application study Bible. In fact
that is what we just purchased as a
gift for our Confirmands. Not only do
study Bibles have notes on the bot-
tom, but they also have a summary
at the beginning of the book which
helps set the context. They also
have maps and other charts that aid
one

e Ftyouowowd likena Life eApplica-n g

Stion studynBéble, ywe cafi purchase
one for you for $20 . This is a sig-
nificant savings compared to most

t stdtes @won-khe.m Justnlel Sandy

know and she will be glad to order
one for you.

Another helpful tool as we read

[ thrdufhetihheeNewPTastament is a Bi-

ble Dictionary. It can be a source of
good insight and spell out some of
that culture. A third resource that
would be good to have is a good con-
cordance.
It helps us gain insight into words
and how they are used, by providing
all the places it appears in scripture.

verses, a pattern will begin to appear,
y whicH it tary, wilfigive us dnsight $nto e
wor

| hope your journey will continue to
be enlightening as we read through
the New Testament
already started, | invite you to join us.
You will find the readings for this
month on the page 7.
, try AThe
tPbaee, Li vi ng
Pastor Steve

Me s -
Bi bl e,

Strongé6s
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Themes and Scriptures

Growing through the New Testament ...Series
Two: Questions of Faith & November 1 [All
Saints] Title: Wise or Foolish?

Texts: 1 Corinthians 1:188 2:16; Psalm 19:7-10
NT reading the previous week: 1 Corinthians
1:16 6:20; Psalm 19

Theme: Faith might seem foolish to the world,
but fools for Christ have the wisdom of the Spirit.

November 8 Title: Free or Bound?

Texts: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; 1 Peter 2:13-17 NT
reading the previous week: 1 Corinthians
7:10 11:34; Psalm 90

Theme: Paul sums up our freedom in this way,
AEverything ii$utpoeavenihmge i |
is beneficial N Ev eirbut h
not everything is constructive. Nobody should
seek his own good, but the good of others.
November 15 Title: Ordinary or Extraordinary?
Texts: 1 Corinthians 12:1-27; Exodus 3:7-12a
NT reading the previous week: 1 Corinthians
12:16 15:58; Psalm 16

Theme: Al | of Goddés ordina
traordinarily gifted fo
and building up the body of Christ

November 22 [Christ the King] Title: My Plans

or Goddéds Purposes?

Texts: 2 Corinthians 1:12-22; James 4:13-17
NT reading the previous week:
Cor 5:21; Psalm 44

Theme: Where is the intersection of my plans
and

1 Cor 16:106 2

Godbés purposes?

Christmas Party

Keep your eyes open for details
about an upcoming Christmas
party! We will begin the evening
as a group with appetizers, then
split up into smaller groups at dif-
ferent houses for the main
course, and will end the evening
together again for dessert and
coffee. This is a great way to get
to know some different people than usual, and

=

will be a fun evening for all! Details about date,
locations, and childcare are forthcoming.

Adult Sunday School

Adult Sunday school has just completed our first
study of the year, focusing on Building Commu-
nity. During the past 6 weeks, we have spent
time recognizing how the early church was be-
gun, and also considering how we can also grow
our present community by caring for each other
and by learning from the ways the Spirit has
touched our lives.

New Sunday School Class beginning November
1st at 9:15 a.m. - A Study of 1 Corinthians using
iLife Lessonsod by Max

son. To go along with our Bible reading sched-

y | eu for the month of November, our Adult Sun-
n glay $chool glass will be studying éhe book of 1

Corinthians, here is a brief overview of the topic
from Max Lucado:

A Spritual Health Check -up.

We know better. We should be able to do the
right thing. But often, we go against our better
judgrentlar gieenn. ar e e x -
serving Godds purposes

The Corinthian Christians were no different.
They made mistakes. Their list of sins is long
and ugly, much like ours. But Paul had patience
with the Corinthians. He saw hope for them. His
letter confronts them and shows them how to
lead a pure life. His letter to the Corinthians en-
courages all of us who need a spiritual check-
up. Please join us!

Thank you for the Raffle Donations !

We would like to thank the following people and
organizations for making donations for the raffle:

The Columbus Blue Jackets - 4 tickets for a
hockey game;

William-Sonoma - a Pasta Bowl set

Pam Katko - framed photographs

Prayers and Squares - an OSU lap quilt
Gary Guthrie - a Cornhole Game.

We raised $91.00 for the Plain City Food Pantry.

Luca
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Prayers & Squares
Nov. color for fabric donations is Brown!

The monthly meeting is being moved to the
first Tuesday of the month. The next meet-
ing will be Tuesday, November 3rd at
9:30am at the church office.

We are in need of people to help us get
these quilts out to those who need them.
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE ABLE TO
SEW! Here are all of the things that you can
do to help: pick color combinations for the
quilts, cut the fabric for kits, sandwich the
quilts, put in the ties and hand sew the bind-

ings on. We are looking forward to showing
you how to do these
how. For those of you that would like to

learn to cut fabric or help put kits together
we will be having a special meeting Tues-
day, November, 10th at 6:30pm . If you
are interested, please call me at 798-0258.

If you have an extra iron or small travel iron-
ing board we would greatly appreciate the
donation for Prayers and Squares. We are
trying to get everything we need in one loca-
tion so that we can work more efficiently get-
ting the quilts to those in need.

Thank you for all your support for this minis-
try. If you need to get in contact with me

please call or email me at 614-798-0258 or
sldacre@yahoo.com.
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Lance and Family,

Thank you so much for the wonderful prayer
blanket. Bodie love's it!!! It's so comforting to
know we have so many people praying and
thinking about Bodie and our family during this
time. We are so blessed to have such wonder-
ful people like you in our lives. Thank you
again for the many prayers and God Bless!!!

Thanks,
Erin M. Harvey
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Dear Prayers & Squares,

My wife and | would like to thank you and your
church for the beautiful quilt. We deeply ap-
preciate the thoughtful idea and we are
blessed to have people who care. We will
keep you posted on her progress. Once again
thank you.

-Dan Booze
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ifReceived awesome new
is healing thanks to the good Lord! She will
be wearing the harness hopefully for less then
two months. Just in time for Christmas. God
is great! o
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Happy Thanksgiving!

| love to give thanks to God for all the blessings He has given me and so why not make a special effort
during Thanksgiving?! God has truly blessed me with a wonderful Family, a roof over my head, clothes to
wear, food to eat, and the opportunity to share God’s love with the children of all ages at Alleluial. | thought
in this article | would site a few things that | am thankful to have been a part of here at Alleluial.

Thank you God...

for the opportunity to play hardcore Musical chairs with the Confirmation class, to be able to go on the high
school retreat later this month, that the youth accept me as a friend on facebook, that | get to see Andrew
Guthrie being so excited about the Fall Festival, that | get to tell Connection that Jesus invited them to be
with Him in Heaven and that our invitation is the cross, for the Thanksgiving decoration that was made for
me last year at JOY where the child indicated she was thankful for God, Family, TV, Nicole, and Q-tips (to
name a few @ ), for trips to Noodles & Company with good conversations, for the opportunity to jump on
trampolines with brave flying children (their faces are truly priceless), to watch each Sunday the dancing
and laughing children up front, to watch teens listen intently as their parents lead Confirmation (this is
REMARKABLY true!!l)...and on and on and on, whew, | have alot to be thankful for! Don’t you?

Remember to set aside time this month to pause and thank God for all the blessings He has given you.
Maybe you could challenge each member of your family to make a list of all the things they are thankful for.
Give them a certain amount of time to list and then come together and share your lists...and of course to

see who has the longest list (maybe you can get a list longer than mine!).

Ephesians 5:20 “And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

God’s blessings, o5 e

Amelia Shrum -

Youth and Family Coordinator i’j T H 7% H K F U J—m
X ‘ \ ) I‘ J

amelia@alleluia33.org

*Coming Soon*

-High School Retreat = November 13th -15™" at Camp Mowana. We have 4 youth going this year.
Please pray for safe travels and a growing experience as we continue to get to know one another
better and grow in our relationship with God.

-Christmas Program = The Sunday school classes are again putting on a Christmas program this
vear! We will need everyone’s help from costume & set design to inviting friends to be a part of the
production to helping lead the little ones through the practices. Please talk to Amelia Shrum or Lisa
Belding if you are interested in helping. We will begin practices on Sunday, November 29" during
the S.S. hour.




Congratulations Amanda, Andrew
and Tadd on your confirmation.

John 15:16 - You did not choose
me but | chose you.




